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Gene Aitken
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Gene Aitkenisconsidered one of the most energetic music educators today, and is recognized for his
work in jazz education, wind ensemble conducting and computer technology. In October 2008, he
conducted the first all-student jazz ensemble concert in China at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music.
And in June 2008, he was the first Cultural Envoy to Nepal for the United States Department of State.
Then in June 2007 Dr. Aitken was inducted into the DownBeat Magazine's Jazz Educator Hall of Fame as
2007 Jazz Educator of the Year. In addition, he was the 32™ member inducted into the 1995 TAJE Hall of
Fame along with Ella Fitzgerald and Doc Severinson, joining luminaries such as Count Basie, Duke
Ellington, and others. Dr. Aitkenisonly one of four individualsinthe world who havereceived induction
intoboth organizations' Hall of Fame.

His activities as a conductor, performer, composer, clinician, adjudicator, and producer of
educational events have led him to all corners of the globe. In May 2007, he conducted the top military
band in China, the Peoples' Liberation Army Band of China for the opening dedication of their new
concert hall in Beijing, China. His recent travels to Kurdistan, Iraqin July 2007 earned him recognition
from both ABC Nightly News and Jazz Times magazine. Since thattime he hasspentmany monthsin Iraq
as well as other Middle Eastern Countries developing and directing jazz and wind ensembles.

In February 1985 Dr. Aitken received a prestigious Grammy Nomination for UNC's CD Hot IV, the
only institution of higher education toreceive such anaward.

Dr. Aitken is Professor Emeritus at the University of Northern Colorado (USA) and Guest Professor of
Music at the Shanghai Conservatory (China).
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