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Focus On

Dr. Gene Aitken )
Director of the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music, Singapore

“The maximum enrollment of the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory in Singapore will be
approximately 210 students. Our goal is to work with these talented students to help
them become some of the best musicians in Asia. As we know, Western classical
music is still not very developed in many countries in Asia. Yet almost half of the
world’s population lives in Asia, and with the rapid economic development we are
likely to see the formation of many new orchestras in this part of the world. In the
future, we hope that Yong Siew Toh Conservatory graduates will lead these
orchestras as musicians and soloists.”

In September 2005, the Director of Yong Siew Toh Conservatory, Dr. Gene Aitken,
was in Seoul with three professors to conduct master classes and to promote the new
Conservatory to prospective Korean students. The Conservatory will be holding an
audition in Seoul [ater this year, and welcomes applicants from Seoul as well as other
cities {n Korea.

Yong Siew Toh Conservatory is a faculty of the National University of Singapore
(NUS) and was established by the Singapore govemment in 2001. Many international
students study at the Conservatory on full or partial scholarships. Conservatory
students also get to play on first-class instruments, including antique string
instruments on loan from a Singaporean private collector. What about pianos? “We
have a Steinway in almost every practice room.”

Students will graduate from Yong Siew Toh Conservatory with a Bachelor of Music
degree. Through its collaboration with the Peabody Institute, outstanding graduates
may be awarded scholarships to pursue graduate studies at the Peabody Institute in
Baltimore, USA. This is the first such music collaboration between the NUS, a
leading university in Asia and The Johns Hopkins University in the USA. The
National University of Singapore is ranked as one of the best 18 universities in the
world along with Tokyo and Kyoto Universities.

“In addition, we will offer a recording arts programme. The new music facility,
which s currently under construction, will have one of the most comprehensive
recordings studios in Asia. In time, we will establish a music programme for graduate
studeants as well.”

“We have excellent facilities, but how we teach and develop the students” musical
talent is our most important isswe. In Asia, including South Korea, many students
have developed a great amount technique on their instruments, a very important
foundation skill to have in playing. We want to nurture these students so that they can
grow to become great musicians.”
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