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In June 2007, Dr. Gene Aitken received the United States top jazz education 

honor by being awarded the 2007 Jazz Educator of the Year by DownBeat 

magazine and the seventh inductee into the DownBeat Magazine Jazz Educator 

Hall of Fame.

From 1976 to 2002, Dr. Aitken was Director of Jazz Studies at the University of 

Northern Colorado, one of the most well known jazz programs in the world. Under 

his direction, the UNC Jazz Studies Program received more Down Beat magazine 

awards and more National Endowment for the Arts grants than any institution of 



higher education in the United States. Also, UNC is the only institution of higher 

education in the United States to ever receive a Grammy Nomination in the Vocal 

Jazz area. During his tenure, Gene produced 36 record albums and CDs.

In June 1997, the National Education Association published a chapter in their 

book, "Music in the Twenty-first Century" by Dr. Aitken on the future of music 

education in the United States. 

In January 1995, Gene Aitken was the 32nd individual inducted into the 

International Association of Jazz Educators' Hall of Fame along with Ella Fitzgerald 

and Doc Severinson. And in February 1985, he was awarded a prestigious 

Grammy Nomination from the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences. 


